“"Back to School”

A real cause for concern:
The disappointment of immaturity
The danger of backsliding
The disaster of apostasy
The devastation of unfruitfulness

Evidences of Christian maturity:
Understanding of truth
Discernment of righteousness
Consistency in living
Faithfulness through trials

Remember our game plan:
Making Christ-Like Disciples by:
Celebrating
Loving
Serving
Bringing

A little “school” history:
A tradition of Sunday school
An experiment on Sunday nights

A commitment to Bible Connection Groups

Advantages of Sunday Morning Sunday School:

An available time
A convenient location
Ministry for all ages

Back to School Sunday: September 13, 2009

Three very important needs:

Committed families: Adults, teens, children

Dedicated servants: To serve all ages
Willing leaders: For more adult classes

Hebrews 5:11-6:12

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to
explain because you are slow to learn. 12 In fact, though by
this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you the elementary truths of God's word all over again.
You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk,
being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by
constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good
from evil.

6:1 Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings
about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the
foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of
faith in God, 2 instruction about baptisms, the laying on of
hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3
And God permitting, we will do so.

4 It is impossible for those who have once been
enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have
shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of
the word of God and the powers of the coming age, 6 if they
fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because to their
loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and
subjecting him to public disgrace.

7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and
that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed
receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns
and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In
the end it will be burned.

9 Even though we speak like this, dear friends, we are
confident of better things in your case-things that accompany
salvation. 10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work
and the love you have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to
show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make
your hope sure. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but
to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what
has been promised.
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Hebrews 5:11 - 6:12

"Back to School”

Pastor Philip C. Rogers
Middletown
Church of the Nazarene
Middletown, Indiana

Master copy of notes and audio version of the sermon at
www.middletownnaz.com




