
“Drastic Measures” 
 

Waiting for the Advent of Christ: 
 His first advent we celebrate at Christmas 
 His second advent we anticipate at anytime 
 

What will happen at the second advent? 
 Christ will return to earth 
 The end of the age will come, the new will begin 
 The kingdom of heaven will be fulfilled 
 The judgment of God will occur 
 

Four stories with a consistent message: 
 The time of judgment will come 
 Those who are ready are rewarded 
 Those who are not ready will be lost 
 

The God I like to believe in: 
 A God who loves 
 A God who is merciful 
 A God who rewards 
  And all this is true! 
 

The God I must believe in: 
 A God who is holy 
 A God who shows wrath 
 A God who judges 
  And all this is true! 
 

God’s wrath makes the problem of sin real 
 A holy God cannot tolerate sin 
 Sin completely separates us from God 
 We are powerless to save ourselves 
 

God’s love makes the gift of salvation possible 
 God sent His Son to save us from sin 
 Salvation is offered as a free gift 
 We receive the gift by trusting in Jesus 
  

The most important question of all:  Am I ready?  

Matthew 24:45-51 

45 "Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master 
has put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their 
food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose 
master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you the truth, he 
will put him in charge of all his possessions. 48 But suppose that 
servant is wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a 
long time,' 49 and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to 
eat and drink with drunkards. 50 The master of that servant will come 
on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not 
aware of. 51 He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the 
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  
 
 

Matthew 25:10-13 
10 "But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the 

bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were ready went in with him to 
the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  

11 "Later the others also came. 'Sir! Sir!' they said. 'Open the 
door for us!'  

12 "But he replied, 'I tell you the truth, I don't know you.'  
13 "Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day 

or the hour.  
 
 

Matthew 25:19-30 
19 "After a long time the master of those servants returned 

and settled accounts with them. 20 The man who had received the 
five talents brought the other five. 'Master,' he said, 'you entrusted 
me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.'  

21 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  

22 "The man with the two talents also came. 'Master,' he said, 
'you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.'  

23 "His master replied, 'Well done, good and faithful servant! 
You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of 
many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  

24 "Then the man who had received the one talent came. 
'Master,' he said, 'I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where 
you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 



25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. 
See, here is what belongs to you.'  
 

26 "His master replied, 'You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew 
that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not 
scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should have put my money on 
deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 
received it back with interest.  

28 "'Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has 
the ten talents. 29 For everyone who has will be given more, and he 
will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has 
will be taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless servant outside, 
into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.'  
 
 

Matthew 25:34-36 
34 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after 
me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.'  
 
 

Matthew 25:41-46 
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you 

who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was 
thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and 
you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, 
I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.'  

44 "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry 
or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did 
not help you?'    

45 "He will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do 
for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'  

46 "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the 
righteous to eternal life."   
NIV 
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