"Why, God?”

THE Question:
If God is all powerful
And if God is all loving
Why does God let bad things happen?
It is a very personal question
It is a pastoral question
It is an historical question
God seems absent
God seems silent
God seems unfair

My struggles with anger:
God has disappointed me
God has abandoned me
God has cheated me

My struggles with doubt:
I doubt God's goodness: His character
I doubt God's power: His godliness
I doubt God's existence: His reality

My problem:
I do not want to doubt!
I have no rational answers!
My faith depends on it!

Confessions of a very human mind:
What I believe does not change what is
A god I can understand cannot be God
I can only know what God has made known

My personal journey toward faith:
The Cross: “He loves me!”
The Tomb: “He wins”
The Spirit: “He guarantees”

It’s all because of God’s amazing grace!

Galatians 2:20-21
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ
lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of
God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for
nothing!"

Romans 6:5-14

5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin- 7 because anyone
who has died has been freed from sin.

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot
die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died,
he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God
in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so
that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the parts of your body to
sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as
those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of
your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be
your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.

Romans 5:6-8
6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless,
Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous
man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

Romans 8:18
18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing
with the glory that will be revealed in us.

Romans 8:37-39
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

2 Corinthians 1:21-22
21 Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He
anointed us, 22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
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What is Twitter?

Twitter is a social networking service that allows you to
share status updates with friends. It helps you share
what you are thinking and doing with others. We use
Twitter to send mobile updates from our services and
enable you to interact with us during services. With
Twitter, you can keep up with what's happening when
you can't be here, and let us know what you are
thinking when you are.

How does Twitter work?

When you send twitter an update, that status goes out
to all your "followers." If you follow Middletownnaz, you
will get our updates about the services either online or
on your cell phone. When you reply to those messages,
you send out a status update to your followers,
including us.

How do I sign up?

Signing up is easy. Simply text "follow middletownnaz"
(without the quotes) to 40404. If you have an account,
you will become our follower and get our updates on
your phone. If you don't, it will prompt you to create a
new username. Just reply to that message with a
username, and you're all set up.

How do | manage my account?

Go to http://twitter.com to set up your account and
set options like protecting your status updates so only
friends can see them. Just make sure you accept us
as your friend!

How much does it cost?

Twitter is free, but standard text messaging rates apply,
so make sure you have a plan that provides enough
texts a month.

How do | stop getting updates?

Simply send "Off" (without the quotes) to 40404. You
will have to send it twice to turn off all messages to your
phone.
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