“Faithfulness”

Faithfulness is God’s nature
It's who He is, not just what He does.

Spiritual_transformation is God’s work
My self-discipline won't last.

Lessons from the life of Peter
He struggled with doubt — lack of trust
He couldn’t be counted on — lack of dependability
He failed to keep his word — lack of loyalty
He didn't stop after failure — steadfast

Lessons from a sailboat
Our goal: set our sails
Our work: total dependence on God

Lessons from a garden
The Vine: Jesus — provides the sap
The Branch: Me — remain in the vine
The Gardener: God — cuts and prunes

Steps for abiding in the_vine
Seek God continually
- Know His Word

- Pray without ceasing
- Meet with believers

Live to please God

- Keep my eyes on Jesus
- Live a life of love

- Listen to His voice

Is my life a reflection of God’s nature?

John 15:1-8

15:1 "I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He
cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even
more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I will remain in you.
No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me
and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch
that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up,
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be
given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
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2 Peter 1:3-9

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his
own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his
very great and precious promises, so that through them you
may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption
in the world caused by evil desires.

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge,
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to
perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness, love. 8 For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Galatians 5:13-26
13 You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not WWW.HOMESAVERSONLINE.US
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one
another in love. 14 The entire law is summed up in a single

command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." 15 If you keep on February 20’ 201 1
biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be
destroyed by each other.

16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the
desires of the sinful nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires
what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to
the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that
you do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under law.

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual
immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft;
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition,
dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will
not inherit the kingdom of God.
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Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its
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passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep > 9 PASTOR PHILIP C ROGERS
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