"With Jesus at a Supper Table”

Going on a "Walk to Emmaus”
An invitation to a spiritual journey
An escape from the distractions of life
An opportunity to experience transformation

Discussion along the way of life:
Disappointed by unfulfilled expectations
Distressed by uncertain futures
Confused by uncertain realities

The unrecognized presence of Jesus:
He becomes a part of our journey
He listens to our deepest concerns
He reminds us of truth we should know
He stays if we give Him the chance

So why don’t I recognize it is Jesus?
Because I am not expecting
Because I am not looking
Because I am not ready

When will my eyes be opened to see Jesus?
When I am ready to receive: at the table
When I experience His love: letting Him serve
When I remember His sacrifice: seeing His hands

Three things I know about my experiences:
I wish they lasted longer
I can see them best looking back
I want others to know Him too

Who are you taking to dinner today?
He is already walking beside you
He is waiting for an invitation to come
He is willing to make himself real to you.

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place!

Luke 24:13-35

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 They were
talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself
came up and walked along with them; 16 but they were kept from
recognizing him.

17 He asked them, "What are you discussing together as you
walk along?"

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named
Cleopas, asked him, "Are you only a visitor to Jerusalem and do not
know the things that have happened there in these days?"

19 "What things?" he asked.

"About Jesus of Nazareth," they replied. "He was a prophet,
powerful in word and deed before God and all the people. 20 The chief
priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and
they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was
going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all
this took place. 22 In addition, some of our women amazed us. They
went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn't find his body. They
came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he
was alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb and
found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see."

25 He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Did not the
Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27 And
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what
was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.

28 As they approached the village to which they were going,
Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him
strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.
So he went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave
thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were
opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight.
32 They asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us
while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?"

33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they
found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and
saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon." 35
Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was
recognized by them when he broke the bread.
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Do you have a question for Pastor Rogers about the
sermon this morning? You are welcome to text your
question during the message. He will provide you a
personal response by text or phone call by the end of
the day. His texting number is 765-620-3481 or email
at pcr52@sbcglobal.net.
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What is Twitter?

Twitter is a social networking service that allows you to
share status updates with friends. It helps you share
what you are thinking and doing with others. We use
Twitter to send mobile updates from our services and
enable you to interact with us during services. With
Twitter, you can keep up with what's happening when
you can't be here, and let us know what you are
thinking when you are.

How does Twitter work?

When you send twitter an update, that status goes out
to all your "followers." If you follow Middletownnaz, you
will get our updates about the services either online or
on your cell phone. When you reply to those messages,
you send out a status update to your followers,
including us.

How do | sign up?

Signing up is easy. Simply text "follow middletownnaz"
(without the quotes) to 40404. If you have an account,
you will become our follower and get our updates on
your phone. If you don't, it will prompt you to create a
new username. Just reply to that message with a
username, and you're all set up.

How do | manage my account?

Go to http://twitter.com to set up your account and
set options like protecting your status updates so only
friends can see them. Just make sure you accept us
as your friend!

How much does it cost?

Twitter is free, but standard text messaging rates apply.,
so make sure you have a plan that provides enough
texts a month.

How do | stop getting updates?

Simply send "Off" (without the quotes) to 40404. You
will have to send it twice to turn off all messages to your
phone.
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