"The Comforter Has Come”

“The Last Days” according to Joel:
All people can receive
Prophesy will abound
Darkness precedes glory
Salvation available for all

Jesus Promise to His disciples:
His presence
His power
His words

Pentecost: What did happen?
Wind: The power of presence
Fire: The power of transformation
Tongues: The power of communication

Pentecost: What will happen?
Because God promises it
Because God wills it
Because God plans it

Pentecost: What is happening?
In my world?
In my church?
In my life?

Pentecost: What should happen?
A personal experience: in me
A community experience: in the church
A public experience: in the world

Pentecost: What can happen?
What is my desire? Do I want Him?
What is my faith? Do I believe Him?
What is my patience? Do I trust Him?

Acts 2:1-21

2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came
to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.

5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from
every nation under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd
came together in bewilderment, because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: "Are not
all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each
of us hears them in his own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes and
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism);
Cretans and Arabs-we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our
own tongues!" 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another,
"What does this mean?"

13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, "They have
had too much wine."

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and
addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15
These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the
morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 "'In the last days, God says,

I will pour out my Spirit on all people.

Your sons and daughters will prophesy,

your young men will see visions,

your old men will dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,

I will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.

19 I will show wonders in the heaven above

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and billows of smoke.

20 The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

21 And everyone who calls

on the name of the Lord will be saved.'



Do you have a question for Pastor Rogers about the
sermon this morning? You are welcome to text your
question during the message. He will provide you a
personal response by text or phone call by the end of
the day. His texting number is 765-620-3481 or email
at pcr52@sbcglobal.net.
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What is Twitter?

Twitter is a social networking service that allows you to
share status updates with friends. It helps you share
what you are thinking and doing with others. We use
Twitter to send mobile updates from our services and
enable you to interact with us during services. With
Twitter, you can keep up with what's happening when
you can't be here, and let us know what you are
thinking when you are.

How does Twitter work?

When you send twitter an update, that status goes out
to all your "followers." If you follow Middletownnaz, you
will get our updates about the services either online or
on your cell phone. When you reply to those messages,
you send out a status update to your followers,
including us.

How do | sign up?

Signing up is easy. Simply text "follow middletownnaz"
(without the quotes) to 40404. If you have an account,
you will become our follower and get our updates on
your phone. If you don't, it will prompt you to create a
new username. Just reply to that message with a
username, and you're all set up.

How do | manage my account?

Go to http://twitter.com to set up your account and
set options like protecting your status updates so only
friends can see them. Just make sure you accept us
as your friend!

How much does it cost?

Twitter is free, but standard text messaging rates apply,
so make sure you have a plan that provides enough
texts a month.

How do | stop getting updates?

Simply send "Off" (without the quotes) to 40404. You
will have to send it twice to turn off all messages to your
phone.
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